Doar Jim* enclosed letter to Crewdson \ 2/2/15 

I haven't flipped in dpin^; this nor am I expressing the anger I did fool. It 
ia essential if he and I are to work together* If he cen*t get over it, I'm better off 
finding out immediately* 

(Before I forget* he said that Hedrick Smith* national editor* not he* decided 
there is no story in Post Mortem. But Smith i3 the one Mo says is interested. John's 
explanation was that I did not name the assassin* therefore no story* H@ later* for- 
getting this, argued that it ia impossible in the JFK case but qjiite possible in the 
King case.) 

Tills is the second tiico John ban called ne at night and kept me from sleeping. 

If I can't take a nap today I* a going to be very tired for tonight's call. Each time 
he was personally insulting and each tine he said thinga that would insult the intel- 
ligence of a child. Or* he can't deal with his hangups* not uncommon in good young 
reporters who haven't adjusted to what keeping the job means. 

I can't have this now because my health won't take it. We can't have it because 
it is an lmoedinent to what is now pos idle. 

This ia not the first tira I've turned the nimos ou nor the first by indirection 
after Washington killed the story. However, this time Washington ia in on the story, 
and that in Itself makes added problems. 

However, I think this tine the Times in Hew York ia serious and maybe Washington, 
which will have its own hangups* may also be. 

So* it will be that they work with me or they don't. (They have enough that I 
gave t4 o anyway.) But if Crevdaon can't play it straight and not nag me with the 
pangs of hio own conscience 2 'a not going to be able to work with him. They'll then 
either ignore me or Mo will keep in touch. 

Mo* who is fond of Crewdson* told me long ago that he'd get lost in and not 
understand Post Mortem, I spoke to Mo sfter Crewdson phoned me with a givo-evay 
irrelevant question. Be' 11 have less trouble with Frame-Up* which he was both reading 
and misreading last night. He professed greet admiration for the first three chapters, 
which he'd read, yet insisted I'd said day was a conscious conspirator. When I got him 
to read tlw word a back they did not osy this at all. 

While I can' t tell you now, we've already had a considerable success if there 
is no story. The timing is perfect, ^gardlees of how John takes my letter* the probabilities 
are that they'll do a good story. One thing they are working on is f&rout but would be 
a sensation If it proves out. So much so that I’ve been his devil's advocate on it to 
keep him from going to far too fast. Remind me of the first part of this graf and 1970 
for when we are before Green on this. 

People inside the government art beginning to cat scared. This means that each 
will take his own way of currying favor witn the press. 

And don't forget the possibility of eomoetitioa with CBS. 


Hastily* 


